
Devise a treasure hunt around the school that is based on children correctly 
answering literacy questions. This could include identifying text types, 
grammatical devices, solving anagrams, inserting punctuation etc. You will 
need a child to manage each station and hand over the next clue once the 
group has completed the challenge; this might be a good experience for older 
children, you could also recruit the older classes to write the cryptic clues.

Choose a popular piece of music and ask the children to write a poem that can 
be set to the music. Investigate the different poetry types that are available and 
ask the children to decide which style of poetry would best suit the rhythm of 
the music. Writing Press in Reading Eggspress contains writing frames that can 
help children work more independently on this. Within each class vote on the 
best performance and then bring all of the winners together in a final X Factor 
style event.

At the beginning of the week give every child a dictionary and ask them to 
choose one new interesting word they would like to share with the class. Ask 
them to contribute to a class wall of words by making a poster with pictures 
that illustrate the meaning of the new word, and a mnemonic that will help 
others remember how to spell it. During the week ask the children to try and 
find a way to use as many of the new words as possible. Keep a tally and run 
a reward system for every new word included.

Visit the school library, or use the virtual library in Reading Eggspress. Give 
the class a series of categories to investigate. Give them one minute on each 
category. During the minute they should use Post-it notes (or the Fave function 
in Reading Eggspress) to mark the books they are interested in reading. They 
can only use the front and back cover to make a decision. Once each category 
has been covered, create a reading zone for each one. Ask each student to 
pick the book that interested them the most, and bring it to the relevant reading 
zone. In their groups ask the children to share what they liked about the cover 
of the book and why they thought they would enjoy reading it. Provide time for 
the children to read the books and then return to the book groups and share 
whether the book met their expectations.
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Choose a current affair for your class to debate and divide the class in two, 
allocating each half of the class one side of the argument. Using the Persuasion 
text planner in Writing Fun, ask children to start putting together the basis of the 
argument before coming together to develop a group strategy for winning the 
debate. You could even perform your debate at a school assembly and ask the 
other classes to judge the best team.

Lend pupils a disposable or digital camera to take snapshots of pupils and staff 
reading their favourite book, eBook, magazine, comic or newspaper in unusual 
places. Create posters and use these to run a caption competition.

Choose a funny picture as inspiration and get the class to talk for thirty seconds 
each, telling the next part of the story. Tell each child to end on a linking word, 
or in the middle of a sentence, so the next child has to pick up where they 
left off. Encourage them to make the story as interesting as possible, perhaps 
introduce props that they have to try to incorporate into the story. You could give 
each child a wild card that lets them interrupt once if they have a good idea 
about where the story should go next!
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Arrange for every class to have an hour online (this doesn’t have to be continuous, 
you might prefer a series of short blocks. You can also allow more time if your 
facilities allow). During the time online, give children specific tasks to do within 
a particular timeframe. This will keep the pace up and keep children focused on 
the skills they are practising. Use the following ideas to get you started.

Lessons: Complete a certain number of lessons depending on the ability level. 
Set the challenge of collecting as many critters as possible.

My Avatar and My House: Ask pupils to collect enough golden eggs to 
purchase a particular item for their avatar or house.

Story Factory: Create your own book for this week’s competition. Give the class 
the challenge to include some unusual words (maybe from the Lingo Bingo 
activity above).

Driving Tests: Complete a Driving Test and win one game.



Comprehension Gym: Complete a certain number of lessons depending on the 
ability level. Set the challenge of collecting as many trading cards as possible.

My Avatar and My Apartment: Ask pupils to collect enough golden eggs to 
purchase a particular item for their avatar or apartment.

Quote Quest: Complete an entire quote quest.

Stadium: Encourage pupils to beat their best scores for spelling, grammar, 
vocabulary and context by playing against the computer. End with a race 
against another person.

Library: Read at least one fiction and one non-fiction book and submit a short 
review for each.

Track and amend progress in Reading Eggs and Eggspress via your Teacher 
Centre. The Student Stats areas will give you class level information; click on 
each name to see a more detailed breakdown. Use the Teaching Resources to 
demonstrate and engage in whole class activities.
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When you get to the end of the week celebrate the school’s achievements with a 
bang - we believe in any excuse to have a party! Here are some suggestions you 
might like to try, or take advantage of the imaginations of your pupils - we’re sure 
they’ll have plenty to say! If you have an internal awards system, such as house 

points, this can also be a valuable way to reward achievement.

Create a podium in the playground (or school hall if it’s a rainy day!) and make 
it big enough for a whole class to stand on. Have an awards ceremony with 
trophies, medals and bunches of flowers for the winners. This is a good way to 
celebrate a range of achievements, here are some ideas:

Involve the local press or radio station in running a school reporter competition 
where the diaries kept are turned into newspaper articles or podcasts. The 
winners of the competition could be featured in the local paper or radio website.

Organise a book themed party and invite parents to attend. Create a book 
exchange where children and adults bring a book or number of books they 
no longer want. Prepare performances of the poetry you have written, ask the 
parents to participate in storytelling and showcase the class displays.

Create a Wall of Fame in your school hall. Children can contribute to this by 
writing up their accounts of the week and describing their personal successes. 
Include a mood board where children can highlight areas of literacy they 
now feel confident in. Award each child a participation certificate to take 
home, including a letter to their parents congratulating them on their child’s 
achievements. Significant contributions can be recognised by special certificates 
such as a Headteacher’s award or a Reader of the Week nomination.
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 The class/individual with the most points (this could be based on your own 
school reward system or the Reading Eggs reward systems)

 Winner of a spelling bee

 The best performance poet in the school

 The class/year group with the best display or wall of words

 The best diary of the week
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