
3P Learning’s spelling tests have been developed to support teachers in assessing student 
performance against the National Curriculum in England’s Programme of Study for English. 

The assessments in this pack have been created by primary English curriculum and assessment 
specialists and are written in the style of the new English SATs spelling paper. They test the spelling 
of the statutory words listed in Appendix 1 of the English Programme of Study. There are five tests 
comprising all words from the list for years 3 and 4, and five tests for years 5 and 6.

Introduction

Record the correct/incorrect spellings for each student on the assessment grid for the test.

Marking the test

Make enough copies of the answer sheet so each student has their own copy. 

Each spelling test should take approximately 15 minutes to complete, although you should allow the 
pupils as much time as they need to complete it. 

Please read out the instructions below and then ask pupils whether they have any questions. 

Listen carefully to the instructions I am going to give you. 

I am going to read some sentences to you. Each sentence has a word missing on your 
answer sheet. You should listen carefully to the missing word and fill this in, making sure you 
spell it correctly. I will read the word, then the word within a sentence, then repeat the word a 
third time. Do you have any questions? 

Once pupils’ questions have been answered, you should read the spellings, leaving at least a 
12-second gap between spellings.

At the end of the test, read out all of the sentences again.

Give pupils the opportunity to make any changes they wish to their answers and the read out the 
instructions below.

This is the end of the test. Please put down your pen or pencil.

Preparation and Timings

Statutory Words Spelling Tests



Spelling Test 1 Years 3 and 4

1. accident There was a terrible accident on the corner.

2. answer What is the answer to this question?

3. breath How long can you hold your breath for?

4. calendar We looked at the date on the calendar.

5. circle Everyone sat in a circle.

6. describe The girl was able to describe her artwork.

7. earth The rocket came down to earth.

8. experience It was a great experience to travel overseas.

9. favourite What is your favourite colour?

10. grammar Many computer programs have an inbuilt grammar checker.

11. heart After running the race, Samara's heart beat very quickly.

12. important Tom knew it was important to tell the truth.

13. length I can swim the length of the pool.

14. minute There are sixty seconds in one minute.

15. occasionally I cooked the soup on a low heat, stirring occasionally.

16. perhaps Perhaps we might go to the movies tomorrow.

17. potatoes Dad cooked the sausages whilst I mashed the potatoes.

18. quarter The movie starts at a quarter to eleven.

19. remember Miranda could not remember where she had put her spelling book.

20. strange There was a strange sound coming from the other room.

21. though Even though it was raining, we still played the game.

22. weight The vet checked the weight of the kitten.



1. There was a terrible _____________________ on the corner.

2. What is the _____________________ to this question?

3. How long can you hold your _____________________ for?

4. We looked at the date on the _____________________.

5. Everyone sat in a _____________________.

6. The girl was able to _____________________ her artwork.

7. The rocket came down to _____________________.

8. It was a great _____________________ to travel overseas.

9. What is your _____________________ colour?

10. Many computer programs have an inbuilt _____________________ checker.

11. After running the race, Samara's _____________________ beat very quickly.

12. Tom knew it was _____________________ to tell the truth.

13. I can swim the _____________________ of the pool.

14. There are sixty seconds in one _____________________.

15. I cooked the soup on a low heat, stirring _____________________.

16. _____________________ we might go to the movies tomorrow.

17. Dad cooked the sausages whilst I mashed the _____________________.

18. The movie starts at a _____________________ to eleven.

19. Miranda could not __________________ where she had put her spelling book.

20. There was a _____________________ sound coming from the other room.

21. Even _____________________ it was raining, we still played the game.

22. The vet checked the _____________________ of the kitten.

Name: Class: Date:

Spelling Test 1 Years 3 and 4
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Spelling Test 1 Years 3 and 4



1. accidentally I accidentally knocked over the bottle of milk.

2. although The game was played although it was still raining.

3. appear The dog did not appear to be friendly.

4. breathe A fish can breathe underwater.

5. caught Justin caught the tennis ball.

6. complete I have a complete set of football stickers.

7. different My sister and I have different coloured eyes.

8. eight My cousin is eight years old.

9. experiment The science experiment went horribly wrong!

10. February February is often a cold month in England.

11. group We had a group photo taken.

12. height She was surprised by the basketballer's height.

13. interest Sean has a special interest in model trains.

14. library At the library I can borrow some books.

15. natural The earthquake was a natural disaster.

16. often Zac often sleeps over at my house.

17. position She made sure all the players were in position.

18. pressure To stop bleeding, pressure should be applied to the wound.

19. question The question was difficult, but we gave the right answer!

20. sentence A sentence always begins with a capital letter.

21. strength Josh hardly had the strength to finish the race.

22. woman The woman was very good at solving problems.

Spelling Test 2 Years 3 and 4



1. I _____________________ knocked over the bottle of milk.

2. The game was played _____________________ it was still raining.

3. The dog did not _____________________ to be friendly.

4. A fish can _____________________ underwater.

5. Justin _____________________ the tennis ball.

6. I have a _____________________ set of football stickers.

7. My sister and I have _____________________ coloured eyes.

8. My cousin is _____________________ years old.

9. The science _____________________ went horribly wrong!

10. _____________________ is often a cold month in England.

11. We had a _____________________ photo taken.

12. She was surprised by the basketballer's _____________________.

13. Sean has a special _____________________ in model trains.

14. At the _____________________ I can borrow some books.

15. The earthquake was a _____________________ disaster.

16. Zac _____________________ sleeps over at my house.

17. She made sure all the players were in _____________________.

18. To stop bleeding, _____________________ should be applied to the wound.

19. The _____________________ was difficult, but we gave the right answer!

20. A _____________________ always begins with a capital letter.

21. Josh hardly had the _____________________ to finish the race.

22. The _____________________ was very good at solving problems.

Spelling Test 2 Years 3 and 4

Name: Class: Date:
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Spelling Test 2 Years 3 and 4



1. actual The actual cost of the meal was low.

2. arrive What time did you arrive?

3. build It takes several months to build a house.

4. centre He aimed for the centre of the target.

5. consider They had to consider whether to go out to play or not.

6. difficult Some words are difficult to spell.

7. eighth My friend's birthday is the eighth of June.

8. extreme The extreme weather caused floods.

9. forward I could not make the remote control car go forward.

10. guard The big dog was set to guard the gate.

11. guard There was a guard outside the building.

12. island Australia is an island continent. 

13. material There wasn't enough material to make the curtains.

14. naughty The naughty child was sent to her room.

15. opposite Lisa and Dan live opposite each other.

16. possess The spy was eager to possess the information.

17. probably I will probably get all of my spellings right.

18. recent Dylan won a silver medal in the recent sports day.

19. separate My sister and I have separate bedrooms.

20. suppose I suppose you thought that prank was funny.

21. thought We thought the party started at 6 o'clock.

22. women There were six women and five men on the winning team.

Spelling Test 3 Years 3 and 4



1. The _____________________ cost of the meal was low.

2. What time did you _____________________?

3. It takes several months to _____________________ a house.

4. He aimed for the _____________________ of the target.

5. They had to _____________________ whether to go out to play or not.

6. Some words are _____________________ to spell.

7. My friend's birthday is the _____________________ of June.

8. The _____________________ weather caused floods.

9. I could not make the remote control car go _____________________.

10. The big dog was set to _____________________ the gate.

11. We learnt about the _____________________ of football.

12. Australia is an ____________________ continent. 

13. There wasn't enough _____________________ to make the curtains.

14. The _____________________ child was sent to her room.

15. Lisa and Dan live _____________________ each other.

16. The spy was eager to _____________________ the information.

17. I will _____________________ get all of my spelling right.

18. Dylan won a silver medal in the _____________________ sports day.

19. My sister and I have _____________________ bedrooms.

20. I _____________________ you thought that prank was funny.

21. We _____________________ the party started at 6 o'clock.

22. There were six _____________________ and five men on the winning team.

Spelling Test 3 Years 3 and 4

Name: Class: Date:
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Spelling Test 3 Years 3 and 4



1. actually I actually really enjoyed watching the movie.

2. believe He didn't believe he could do it but he did!

3. busy I am always busy after school on Thursdays.

4. century There are 100 years in a century.

5. continue We decided to continue the game after lunch.

6. disappear It would be good to be able to disappear.

7. enough There was just enough ice cream for everyone.

8. forwards It was easier to skate forwards than backwards.

9. guide The guide showed us through the museum.

10. imagine Can you imagine winning the lottery?

11. knowledge Nick has extensive knowledge of computers.

12. medicine My little brother needed some cough medicine.

13. notice They didn't notice how late it was.

14. ordinary It is quite ordinary for a cat to chase a mouse.

15. possession The burglar had some stolen jewels in his possession.

16. promise Jack had made a promise so he went home straight away.

17. regular Rizwan is a regular visitor to the library.

18. special The new car has special features.

19. surprise Paige's mum planned a surprise party for her.

20. through We looked through the window.

Spelling Test 4 Years 3 and 4



1. I _____________________ really enjoyed watching the movie.

2. He didn't _____________________ he could do it but he did!

3. I am always _____________________ after school on Thursdays.

4. There are 100 years in a _____________________.

5. We decided to _____________________ the game after lunch.

6. It would be good to be able to _____________________.

7. There was just _____________________ ice cream for everyone.

8. It was easier to skate _____________________ than backwards.

9. The _____________________ showed us through the museum.

10. Can you _____________________ winning the lottery?

11. Nick has extensive _____________________ of computers.

12. My little brother needed some cough _____________________.

13. They didn't _____________________ how late it was.

14. It is quite _____________________ for a cat to chase a mouse.

15. The burglar had in his _____________________ some stolen jewels.

16. Jack had made a _____________________ so he went home straight away.

17. Rizwan is a _____________________ visitor to the library.

18. The new car has _____________________ features.

19. Paige's mum planned a _____________________ party for her.

20. We looked _____________________ the window.

Spelling Test 4 Years 3 and 4
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Spelling Test 4 Years 3 and 4



1. address What is your address?

2. bicycle I'm allowed to ride my bicycle to school.

3. business My mother owns a business mending computers.

4. certain I am certain that answer is correct.

5. decide I couldn't decide whether to have spaghetti or pizza.

6. early I don't like waking up early.

7. exercise Everyone should do some exercise every day.

8. famous I want to be famous one day.

9. fruit I take a piece of fruit for lunch every day.

10. heard Benjamin heard a loud bang.

11. increase My dad was shocked at the increase in prices at the supermarket.

12. learn We go to school to learn.

13. mention Don't forget to mention all the good work he's done.

14. occasion My nan's birthday party was a very happy occasion.

15. peculiar She had a peculiar expression on her face.

16. possible Is it possible that there is life on other planets?

17. purpose The purpose of the activity is to have fun.

18. reign Queen Elizabeth's reign has lasted a long time.

19. straight Ella drew a straight line using a ruler.

20. therefore I am feeling better, therefore I will be going to school today.

21. various Many people from various countries attended the celebration.

Spelling Test 5 Years 3 and 4



1. What is your _____________________?

2. I'm allowed to ride my _____________________ to school.

3. My mother owns a _____________________ mending computers.

4. I am _____________________ that answer is correct.

5. I couldn't _____________________ whether to have spaghetti or pizza.

6. I don't like waking up _____________________.

7. Everyone should do some _____________________ every day.

8. I want to be _____________________ one day.

9. I take a piece of _____________________ for lunch every day.

10. Benjamin _____________________ a loud bang.

11. My dad was shocked at the _____________________ in prices at the supermarket.

12. We go to school to _____________________.

13. Don't forget to _____________________ all the good work he's done.

14. My nan's birthday party was a very happy _____________________.

15. She had a _____________________ expression on her face.

16. Is it _____________________ that there is life on other planets?

17. The _____________________ of the activity is to have fun.

18. Queen Elizabeth's _____________________ has lasted a long time.

19. Ella drew a _____________________ line using a ruler.

20. I am feeling better, _____________________ I will be going to school today.

21. Many people from _____________________ countries attended the celebration.

Spelling Test 5 Years 3 and 4

Name: Class: Date:
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Spelling Test 5 Years 3 and 4



1. accommodate The hotel can accommodate up to one hundred guests.

2. amateur Andrew was an amateur light and sound enthusiast.

3. available A room at the hotel was still available.

4. category Choose a specific category to search.

5. competition Our school held a chess competition.

6. correspond The friends can correspond with one another via e-mail.

7. desperate Holly was desperate to win the competition.

8. embarrass Are you trying to embarrass me?

9. especially I especially enjoy the warmth of summer.

10. familiar That voice sounds familiar.

11. guarantee The bike came with a two year guarantee.

12. immediately Graham was told to go to the office immediately.

13. leisure In my leisure time I like to read.

14. necessary Food and water are necessary for life.

15. opportunity Alex was given an opportunity to perform.

16. privilege Good health care should be a right, not a privilege.

17. recognise The teacher was able to recognise the handwriting.

18. rhythm The dancers all had great rhythm.

19. sincere We gave sincere thanks to our sponsors.

20. suggest I suggest we postpone the game because of the wet weather.

21. twelfth Jack's birthday is on the twelfth of July.

Spelling Test 1 Years 5 and 6



1. The hotel can _____________________ up to one hundred guests.

2. Andrew was an _____________________ light and sound enthusiast.

3. A room at the hotel was still _____________________.

4. Choose a specific _____________________ to search.

5. Our school held a chess _____________________.

6. The friends can _____________________ with one another via e-mail.

7. Holly was _____________________ to win the competition.

8. Are you trying to _____________________ me?

9. I _____________________ enjoy the warmth of summer.

10. That voice sounds _____________________.

11. The bike came with a two year _____________________.

12. Graham was told to go to the office _____________________.

13. In my _____________________ time I like to read.

14. Food and water are _____________________ for life.

15. Alex was given an _____________________ to perform.

16. Good health care should be a right, not a _____________________.

17. The teacher was able to _____________________ the handwriting.

18. The dancers all had great _____________________.

19. We gave _____________________ thanks to our sponsors.

20. I _____________________ we postpone the game because of the wet weather.

21. Jack's birthday is on the _____________________ of July.

Spelling Test 1 Years 5 and 6
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Spelling Test 1 Years 5 and 6



1. accompany Philippa will accompany Melanie on the piano.

2. ancient The ancient Egyptians lived long ago.

3. average The arithmetic mean is the average.

4. cemetery We looked at the old headstones in the cemetery.

5. conscience He had a guilty conscience and had to confess.

6. critic The critic praised the novel.

7. determined The competitor had a determined look in her eyes.

8. environment We should all work towards a cleaner environment.

9. exaggerate Tom tends to exaggerate.

10. foreign Do you speak a foreign language?

11. harass You should not harass or threaten others.

12. individual Each person was given an individual score.

13. lightning The lightning split the tree in half.

14. neighbour My neighbour planted some roses.

15. parliament The law on taxes was passed by parliament.

16. profession I am interested in the teaching profession.

17. recommend The librarian was able to recommend a book.

18. sacrifice It was worth the sacrifice.

19. sincerely The letter was signed, “Yours sincerely”.

20. symbol What is the symbol for water?

21. variety The class debated a variety of topics.

Spelling Test 2 Years 5 and 6



1. Philippa will _____________________ Melanie on the piano.

2. The _____________________ Egyptians lived long ago.

3. The arithmetic mean is the _____________________.

4. We looked at the old headstones in the _____________________.

5. He had a guilty _____________________ and had to confess.

6. The _____________________ praised the novel.

7. The competitor had a _____________________ look in her eyes.

8. We should all work towards a cleaner _____________________.

9. Tom tends to _____________________.

10. Do you speak a _____________________ language?

11. You should not _____________________ or threaten others.

12. Each person was given an _____________________ score.

13. The _____________________ split the tree in half.

14. My _____________________ planted some roses.

15. The law on taxes was passed by _____________________.

16. I am interested in the teaching _____________________.

17. The librarian was able to _____________________ a book.

18. It was worth the _____________________.

19. The letter was signed, “Yours _____________________”.

20. What is the _____________________ for water?

21. The class debated a _____________________ of topics.

Spelling Test 2 Years 5 and 6
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Spelling Test 2 Years 5 and 6



1. according I'm not good enough for the team, according to him.

2. apparent It was apparent right from the start that they liked each other.

3. awkward The package was awkward to carry.

4. committee The parent committee ran the canteen.

5. conscious The patient was still conscious.

6. criticise The media will often criticise the government for their policies.

7. develop Develop the argument further.

8. equip The sailors needed to equip themselves for the ocean race.

9. excellent My spelling test results were excellent.

10. forty My uncle is going to be forty soon.

11. hindrance My mother says I am more of a hindrance than a help at times.

12. interfere Electrical devices may interfere with the signal.

13. marvellous The display was marvellous.

14. nuisance It was a nuisance that the car ran out of petrol.

15. persuade Pamela tried to persuade Bruce to leave the room.

16. programme We watched the TV programme together.

17. relevant The information was relevant to the investigation.

18. secretary The secretary answered the phone.

19. soldier My uncle is a soldier.

20. system We have a new system for doing our homework.

21. vegetable A carrot is a tasty vegetable.

Spelling Test 3 Years 5 and 6



1. I'm not good enough for the team, _____________________ to him.

2. It was _____________________right from the start that they liked each other.

3. The package was _____________________ to carry.

4. The parent _____________________ ran the canteen.

5. The patient was still _____________________.

6. The media will often _____________________ the government for their policies.

7. _____________________ the argument further.

8. The sailors needed to _____________________ themselves for the ocean race.

9. My spelling test results were _____________________.

10. My uncle is going to be_____________________ soon.

11. My mother says I am more of a _____________________ than a help at times.

12. Electrical devices may _____________________ with the signal.

13. The display was _____________________.

14. It was a _____________________ that the car ran out of petrol.

15. Pamela tried to _____________________ Bruce to leave the room.

16. We watched the TV _____________________ together.

17. The information was _____________________ to the investigation.

18. The _____________________ answered the phone.

19. My uncle is a _____________________.

20. We have a new _____________________ for doing our homework.

21. Carrot is a tasty _____________________.

Name: Class: Date:

Spelling Test 3 Years 5 and 6
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Spelling Test 3 Years 5 and 6



1. achieve The football team was able to achieve victory.

2. appreciate I appreciate your help with the preparations.

3. bargain We picked up a real bargain at the markets.

4. communicate We can communicate by sending emails.

5. controversy The controversy caused much excitement.

6. curiosity He was full of curiosity and wanted to know everything.

7. dictionary A dictionary is useful for checking definitions.

8. equipment The science equipment was very expensive.

9. existence Heat and light are necessary for our existence.

10. frequently My family frequently visit the museum.

11. identity Superman had a secret identity.

12. interrupt It is rude to interrupt.

13. mischievous He had a mischievous look on his face.

14. occupy I will occupy the window seat.

15. physical I prefer physical work to mental activity.

16. pronunciation Some words have difficult pronunciation.

17. restaurant We had dinner at the restaurant.

18. shoulder Ryan gave Harry the cold shoulder.

19. stomach Sarina complained of a stomach ache.

20. temperature The temperature rose steadily throughout the day.

21. vehicle A bicycle is a type of vehicle.

Spelling Test 4 Years 5 and 6



1. The football team was able to _____________________ victory.

2. I _____________________ your help with the preparations.

3. We picked up a real _____________________ at the markets.

4. We can _____________________ by sending emails.

5. The _____________________ caused much excitement.

6. He was full of _____________________ and wanted to know everything.

7. A _____________________ is useful for checking definitions.

8. The science _____________________ was very expensive.

9. Heat and light are necessary for our _____________________.

10. My family _____________________ visit the museum.

11. Superman had a secret _____________________.

12. It is rude to _____________________.

13. He had a _____________________ look on his face.

14. I will _____________________ the window seat.

15. I prefer _____________________ work to mental activity.

16. Some words have difficult _____________________.

17. We had dinner at the _____________________.

18. Ryan gave Harry the cold _____________________.

19. Sarina complained of a _____________________ ache.

20. The _____________________ rose steadily throughout the day.

21. A bicycle is a type of _____________________.

Spelling Test 4 Years 5 and 6

Name: Class: Date:



Student Name

1. 
ac

hi
ev

e
2.

 a
pp

re
ci

at
e

3.
 b

ar
ga

in
4.

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

e
5.

 c
on

tro
ve

rs
y

6.
 c

ur
io

si
ty

7.
 d

ic
tio

na
ry

8.
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t
9.

 e
xi

st
en

ce
10

. f
re

qu
en

tly
11

. i
de

nt
ity

12
. i

nt
er

ru
pt

13
. m

is
ch

ie
vo

us
14

. o
cc

up
y

15
. p

hy
si

ca
l

16
. p

ro
nu

nc
ia

tio
n

17
. r

es
ta

ur
an

t
18

. s
ho

ul
de

r
19

. s
to

m
ac

h
20

. t
em

pe
ra

tu
re

21
. v

eh
ic

le

Spelling Test 4 Years 5 and 6



1. aggressive The city ran an aggressive campaign to encourage recycling.

2. attached I attached a file to an email and sent it.

3. bruise A bruise formed where he was hit by the ball.

4. community Local community groups work to help others.

5. convenience A convenience store is usually open seven days a week.

6. definite We agreed on a definite time to meet.

7. disastrous Half the city was destroyed by a disastrous fire.

8. equipped We were equipped for all kinds of emergencies.

9. explanation I could not give a good explanation for why we were late.

10. government The government policy was to reduce inequalities.

11. immediate There was an immediate hush from the audience.

12. language Do you speak another language?

13. muscle Muscle tone enables us to keep our bodies in a certain position.

14. occur Negligence may cause an accident to occur.

15. prejudice They fight against racial prejudice.

16. queue We waited in the queue.

17. rhyme It was a short rhyme about sheep.

18. signature Please write your signature next to your name.

19. sufficient We have sufficient food for the party.

20. thorough The teacher did a thorough search of the classroom.

21. yacht We watched the yacht sail into the bay.

Spelling Test 5 Years 5 and 6



1. The city ran an _____________________ campaign to encourage recycling.

2. I _____________________ a file to an email and sent it.

3. A _____________________ formed where he was hit by the ball.

4. Local _____________________ groups work to help others.

5. A _____________________ store is usually open seven days a week.

6. We agreed on a _____________________ time to meet.

7. Half the city was destroyed by a _____________________ fire.

8. We were _____________________ for all kinds of emergencies.

9. I could not give a good _____________________ for why we were late.

10. The _____________________ policy was to reduce inequalities.

11. There was an _____________________ hush from the audience.

12. Do you speak another _____________________?

13. _____________________ tone enables us to keep our bodies in a certain position.

14. Negligence may cause an accident to _____________________.

15. They fight against racial _____________________.

16. We waited in the _____________________.

17. It was a short _____________________ about sheep.

18. Please write your _____________________ next to your name.

19. We have _____________________ food for the party.

20. The teacher did a _____________________ search of the classroom.

21. We watched the _____________________ sail into the bay.
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